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QUICK NEWS
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BRYAN REFUSES TO DEBATE PREPAREDNESS
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APPAM DECISION MAY BE ISSUED TODAY

WASHINGTON, Feh, The Stite Department todny announced that ite
stntiis of the Dritish liner Appiam, which salled neross the
In Norfolk with & German prize crew aboard, will be
officinlly communicnted to the German Embassy here Inte today or tomorrow.
While wha no Inthmation of what the declsion will be, it is confidently
oxpected In officln] clreles that the United States will declde that the Prussian
tronty of 1828 covers the cnse, The troaty provides that the two countries may
brlng priges [nto each other's ports exempt from all elvil proceedings. If so
decided, 1t 15 probable that the fibel now pending In the Federal court at Norfolk,
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INES SOUTHEAST OF VERDUN;

HECKED NORTH OF FORTRESS

rown Prince Dehvers Smashing At-
acks Along Railway From Eix to
. Fresnes—Captures Manheulles
~and Champton

iSuddenly shifting their attack,

g on Verdun from the eastward,

Miin by a threat of envelopment,

the Germans have launchéd a heavy
aiming to squeeze the French out of

ie Germnn Whr Office this afternoon announced the capture of the
g2t of Manhuelles and, Champlon, 11 miles southeast of Verdun, and
Wdvanee of the whole German front, northeast, east and southeast of
in, and the capture of about 17,000 French prisoners,

he Germans also have cleared a

large forest district north#ast of War-

lle and Haugimont of French troops.
The French War Office, reporting a visible slackening of the Crown

s onslaughts north of Verdun, admitted the loss of Manheulles and
ped Berlin reports of heavy fighting in the Woevre region east of

'f t the same time the Germana continue their Champagne offensive.
French War Offico admits that French fivst-line trenches have been

ted at several points.

From Dutch sources came reports today that 45,000 Germans were killed

frontal nttacks upen Verdun fortress and estimates that the Germans
lonr. at least 160,000 in killed, wounded and missing since the smash

'I'Ila Gérman officlal statement for the first time revealed this afternoon
nuat. of the Germsan.-operations on a 15-mile front east of the fortreas.
H l.n the Woevre region,” it was stated, “the Germans have passed
' (elght miles northeast of Verdun), Abacourt (nine miles east north-

ﬂ

‘Gf Verdun), Blanzee (eight miles east of Verdun) and have captured

ulles and Champlon (near Fresnes and about 11 miles southeast of

}n

Tha capture in this vegion of 16,676 men and 228 officers, 68 cannon

# B8 machine guns, was ulso reported by Berlin,

‘East of the Meuse they

red 2. small armored work northwest of Fort Dounumont.

»

BERLIN, Feb. 20
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CA\[BIHA bTEEL MEN leT

Railroad Depurunent Tled Up by
| Strike gf _ _Warkern

| JOHNSTOWN, Fa., Febh 2p.—Ths rall-
read department of the Cambria Hicel
P Cotupany wis tlod up today by 4 wirikd
wf Lthe enginecrs, Aremen and tralnmen,
resulting from a dispute over the wage
s s

The msn say that they were promised
s 10 per cent. ralse and bave not besn
rucelving I

Plea for Another High Behool
Roxidents of West Philudelphia want
anether high school. The Board of Edao-
cativn will be petitivned to erecl such an
loetitution as the result of & resulution
adopted last night hy the Cedar Avenus
lmprovemant Assoclalion, st & meeting at
d8th wireet und Ballinwre svetue The
| Tesulution says the Wea ¥ AT
achools are overcrpwded of the
[ur

ELECTRIC LIGHT
COST IS 18 1-3 T0
33 PER CENT. HIGH

—F. W. BALLARD, Expert

Witness Declares Cut s
Could Be Made in Arc

and Residence Service

SEES PA DDLD APPRAISAL

[ I —i ]!

How Expert H ould F ix
City Electric Rales |

For electric lighting in resi-
dences, b and 0 cents per kilowatt
hour, instead of 10 and 12 cents, & |
cut of 60 per cent.

Urges an 18 1-3 per cent, reduc-
tion for municipal are lighting.

Declares Philadelphia Eleetrie
| property is worth $23,500,000, in-
stead of $51,600,200, as appraised
by company.

On this basis company's earn-
ings in 1914 were nearly $2,000,000
abhove a falr rate of return on its
investment.

Company would not lose by
establishing lower rates, as in-
crense of consumers would in less
than two vears offset the initial

disadvantage.

Fraderick W. Ballard, expert for the

| atlantic lHner, in the middle Med!terranean on Saturday.

| other survivors, the Ministry of Marine announced.

oomplainants, submitted estimates bofore |

tha Public Service Commissign, today, wt
the heartng of the complpints against the
prices and service of the Philndsiphis
Electric Company, o show that the dumn-
pany could redupe its charges for munigl
pal arc lighting by 18 1-8 per ceat. and
for residence lighting and commercial
lighting and power by 33 per cont. and
still earn 7 per cent. on Iy investmoent

But, said the expert, that was only one
way of considering how better rataes might
be satabllshed He would suggest, he
sald, whut he called another and better
method, and by Lthat the ratesa for resi-
dence lighting and commerclal Hghting
would be decreased by §0 per cent, o
thut the householder, Instond of paying
10 nnd 12 cents por Kilowatlt hour, would
pay enly 6 and § centa

In an interview after the hesaring, Mr
Ballard sald he waus confldent thut he
cguld run the Philadelphis Electric Cume-

Centinued on Page Six, Colums Oue

“Frightfulness"”

Just how accurately that woard de-
scrfbes the German military polioy la
shown i the Aret of & number of ar-
ticles contributed

BY ELLEN ADAIR
the well-known woman writer, who Is
wnow in Hogland This story will ap-
poar in the

EVENING LEDGER

TOMORROW
It deals with the fearful haveo
wrought over he pesceful kEnglish
opuntrysids by
THE ZEPPELIN RAIDS
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flled by the British owners, will be dismisged,

COURT DEFERS SENTENCE ON DI BERARDINO

Hentenece was deferred todny by Judge Henry In Quarter Sesslona Court
on Lalgl dI Bernrdino, who was convicted of wantonly pointing a deadly weipon,
concealed dendly and agegravated assault with attempt to
shoot Publle SBerviee Commigsloner John Monaghan, Herardino was Indleted last
weok on the throe chnrges, His defense was that he had no Intention of firing
the revolver, which he drew about two weeks ago and pointed at Mr, Monaghan
In o restaurnnt, and that he only did It to frighten the latter,

woeapons,

KNIGHT TELLS IRRITATING AMERICAN POLICIES

WASHINGTON, Feb, 20.—Admiral Knight, president of the noval war college,
hefore the House Navil Affales Committes todny declared that the Monroe Doo-
trine was the big thorn in the side of other world powers which probably will
United States Into war, Pressed by Hopresentntive Calloway, of Texas,
Admiral declared that the United Bintes was now supporting more policles
irritating to forelgn nations than any other world power,

that were

| them he enumerated the opon door in Chinn, possession of the Panamn canal, and

FRENCH SEA FLIER, USED
AS CRUISER. MAY HAVE BEEN
GERMAN SUBMARINE VICTIM

Believed War Craft Converted From
Palatial Transatlantic Ship Car-
ried Troops—Goes to Bottom
of Medlterranean

PARIS, Feb. 29. —lt was rumored lato this afternoon that the |
liner Provence was attacked by two submarines.

PARIS, Feb, 29

More than 1000 lives are believed to have been lost in the sinking of |
the French auxilinry crulser La Provence, formerly in service as a trans-
Eighteen hundred persons were aboard the cruiser, an official statement
from the Ministry of Marine stated,

Of this number, 208 of the crew have been landed at Malta and others
on the Greek Islapd of Melos,

A later official statement from the Admiralty put the total number
probably saved at 870, making the number missing about 1000,

Ten boats are now at the scene of the disaster continuing the search for

In all probability the Provence was carrying troops either from or to
Salonica, The islands of Malta and Melos, where survivors were landed, are
#00 miles apart. Melos lies off the southeast coast of Greece, It is probable
the Provence was sunk somewhere between the Greek west coast and Island
of Malia,

Dispatches from Peris, transmitted through Parig direct and also other
dispatches, transinitted through London, did not state whether the Provence
wps sunk by a submarine, by a mine or was the victim of an accident.

Submarines are known to have been operating in the mid-Mediterranean
for some time, the British steamship Fastnet and a Swedish steamship having
been torpedoed in those waters within the last few days.

Recently the British censor has eliminated all reféerences to submarine
attacks, ullowing messages stating that s steamship has been torpedoed to
vead only “was sunk.” The French censor, however, has permitted corre-
spondents to cable the fact that ships have been submarined,

French patrol bopts were sent to the scene with a number of destroyers
when the Provence flashed word that it was sinking, As fast as the rescue
boats were filled with survivors they hurried away to Melos or Malta.

By Bunday morning 485 survivors had reached Melos and on Monday 85
more arrived on & patrol boat that had been delayed,

NEW YORK, Feb.

The suxiliary cruiser Provence sunk is belioved to be the palutial French
liner of .that pame, formerly in transatlantic service, The liner Provence
ia now in the Admiralty service, it was stated at the French Transatluntique
offices here today, It was sid, however, the Government would not netify

2D.

them in case the ship was lost.

The Provenge was of 18,000 tons and about 600 feet long. There is a
French battleship of the same name, but it is cbvious this is not the vessel |
reforved to as having been lost. The fact that there were 1800 persons aboard
the lost ship strepgthens the belief that it was the former transatiantic Hner, |

The Provence has been famous for L0 years as the fastest French ship
afloat. It was built in 1906 at St. Nazaire, France. The ship was built for |
spead snd before the war was one of the vessels best liked by Americans
traveling to and from Europe. It had & capacity for 1604 pessengers and
when ,mu thc Atlgntic carried & erew of 435 men.

peliee was Dot & passenger liner or uwo armed merchantman,
e to U-bost sttuck, would not add & further complice-

Asfatio exclusion, In addition to the Monroe Dootrine,

COL. A. B. STF“ ART LEAVES PENITENTIARY

Colonel A. B Htownrt, Chieago Inwyer and formaer Attorney Gencoral of Porto
Rico, completed hie term In the Eastern Penitentin¥y todny, where he was sent
for participation in the $6,000,000 Internntiona) Lumber and Development Com-
pany swindle, Colonel Stowart was sentenced to o yonr and doy and a $1000 fine.
He mude an affldavit that He was not able to pay the $1000 fine and then sorved
30 more daya for nonppyment, Colonel Stewart sald today, whllesssiting in
Federal Bullding for the arrival of Commissloner Edmunds, that he would return
to his home in Chicage where he would “start all over agnin

SHIPYARD FIRE MENACES U. S. BATTLESHIP NEVADA

QUINCY, Mass, Feb, 280.—A blaze which started in an outbuilding at the
dock of the Fore River Shipbullding yard today set flre to an oll tunk and sent
the flames shooting In the direction of the battleship Nevada anchored close by,
The craw of the Nevadn manned themselves and fought the fire from all sides.
The Nevida was scorched on the side and much of the puint 'was burned off,

COMMITTEE TO URGE ARMY AERO CORPS INCREASE

WASHINGTON, Feb, 28—The Sennte Militury Affairs Committes will recoms=
mend extensive eninrgement of the army aviation corps, both in personnel and
equipment, without walting for determinution of responsibility for the present
inefficlency of the corps. Whether, as Benator Robinson, of Arkansas, charges,
the responsibility for the condition of the corps rests upon Colonel Reber, its
chief, In of secondary lmportance to the necessity for immediate Improvement,
committee members today declared,

DYEING AND PAPER PLANTS BURNED

About $40,000 damnge wns done by two fires which early today destroyed &
dyeing ostablishment in Northeast Philadelphla and the warchouse of the FPenn
Paper and Stock Company at 410 North Marshall strest, The dyeing plant was

| the property of James Kerr and wis situnted at 1410-12-14 East Oxford street.

| l‘l_u-xmﬂ':‘ vislued at §12,000 were daomiuged and the blaze also destroyed the greater

purt of about §15,000 worth of silk ynrns. The Pilgrim Congregational Church
Is In the rear of the bullding and the pastor, the Rev, Harry W. Mvyvers, and Mres.
Myers began to save the church furnishings when the fire wus discoversd. The
in the plant of the Penn Paper and Stock Company caused betwesn $T000
It is said. It drove several familiea from their homes,

hlnse
und $12,000 damnge,

LEHIGH VALLEY ORDERS 20 LOCOMOTIVES
The Lehigh Valley Rallroad announced the purchase of 20 more Mikado frelght
16 sawitoh engines have been ordered by the company. The 20 Just ordered will be
built by the Daldwin Locomotive Works.

SMITH SIGNS §280,000 FRANKFORD “L” CONTRACT

Mayor Smith today signed the contract for the erectlon of that part of the
superstructure of the Frankford Elevated line, on Frankford avenue betwesn
Unity and Dyre streets which has been nwarded to the American HBridge Come-
pany for $280,000. Work on the line will be started In a few days. Some of the
materinls include 10,000 pounds of rivelted steel girders, 10,000 pounds rolled
beams, 10000 pounds steel columny, 10,000 pounds steel rods and 10,000 pounds
lron columne,

EARTHQUAKES ROCK SECTION ABOUT QUEBEC

QUEBEC, Que, Feb, 20.—Three sarthquake shocks wers felt in this vicinity
this morning. The undulations were felt for a mils
gulf of §t. Lawrence. In the vielnity of Bt. Sayveur glassware was broken and
chimpeys cracked,

1,000,000 MEN MAKING MUNITIONS FOR BRITAIN
LONDON, Febh, 28
badges ns munitlon workers have boen issued to 1,000,000 persons, including 1
000 Admiralty workers. ‘This, however, dogs not lnclude the enormoos n
of women empioyed In munition fuctories, Also [t takea in only a slight
centage of the unskilled labarers who had scme special quﬂlﬂuuan. M
best puthorities here estimate that Germany s employing only 760,000 m I

Briusly optimism.

ITALY MAY DECLARE WAR ON GERMANY THIS wm
LONDON, Fob. 28.—Great interest iy belung displayed here in the
of a decluration of war on Germany by Italy when the Iwmllan Pariiament

Al the date of adjournment In December it was stuted that Purllament 118 )

| convened March 1. Aceording tq Rome dlspatches, the lalian W

pot yel decided whether It will yield to the popular demand fof & m
many. The Ituliin newspapers assert that the liallan Cabibned ¢

voted to make a declarution on the subject in Parilamest waly h
W ||lmm:d lu du 8O,
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